Cultural Evolution
Human Evolutionary Biology 2390
Fall 2019


[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Time: Wednesdays 10:30am - 11:45am
**Students must also attend HEB 1290, Mondays and Wednesdays 9:00am - 10:15 am
Location: MCZ 529 (Museum of Comparative Zoology)
Instructor: Joseph Henrich
henrich@fas.harvard.edu
Office hours: 1-2 Tues

Course Description
Humans are a cultural species. Unlike other species, we are heavily reliant on learning from others to acquire many important aspects of our behavior, and this capacity for cultural transmission has given rise to a second system of inheritance that not only explains much of our contemporary behavior but has driven our species’ genetic evolution over hundreds of thousands or even millions of years. Humans are products of culture-gene coevolution. In addition to having shaped our species’ anatomy and physiology, cultural evolution has important implications for understanding human nature, and for tackling basic problems and questions in psychology, economics and anthropology. The first half of this course will develop the basic principles and lines of empirical inquiry in the field of cultural evolution, while the remainder will apply, hone and refine them by examining the origins of global inequality, the emergence of modern institutions, and the nature of psychological differences among populations. 

This course is run in conjunction with HEB 1290. Students must regularly attend all HEB 1290 lectures and then the seminar component of this course on Wednesday from 10:30am until 11:45am. Students must do ALL of the reading for HEB 1290 as well as the additional reading assigned for the seminar. Each seminar will cover all of the material since the last seminar class. 
Course Materials and Resources
This course aims to integrate online resources, novel teaching technologies, broadly accessible texts, state-of-the-art research papers, multimedia class lectures, films, and contemporary popular media on relevant issues.

Note, you are a graduate student so please read the endnotes in these books.
Course texts
Henrich, Joseph (2015) The Secret of Our Success: How Culture Is Driving Human Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and Making Us Smarter. Princeton: Princeton University Press
You should purchase this text. A limited number of copies will be places on reserve in Lamont.
Henrich, Joseph (forthcoming) The WEIRDest People in the World: How Westerners became psychologically peculiar and particularly prosperous. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
	This will be available in PDF on the course website.
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Course requirements and grading 
	Table 1: Grading Instruments
	Percentage contribution

	1
	Seminar Participation
	25%

	2
	Seminar Leading
	15%

	3
	Final Paper
	50%


Your course grade will be based on six different components. The relative weighting in grading breaks down in Table 1.

1. Seminar Participation: Students will be graded based on their class participation, which will include both the quantity and quality of their engagement in the lectures and class discussions. 
2. Seminar Leading: Students will individually or in small groups take turns leading the seminar discussion of various readings. 
3. Final Paper: In consultation with the instructor, students will write a 10-15 page paper on a topic in cultural evolution. This will be due during the final examination period.
Schedule
	Class #
	Day and Date
	
Topics and Assignments


	Class 1
	Wednesday 9/4
	Introduction: Review of Syllabus and major topics. Discussion of grading and requirements. 

	GRAD 1
	Wednesday 9/4
	Introduction: What is cultural evolution?

	Class 2
	Monday
 9/9
	 The puzzle of our species
Reading: The Secret of Our Success (SoS) Chapters 1, 2 and 3. 

Film: The Human Spark: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/humanspark/category/episodes/
Watch Brain Matters and So Human, So Chimp

FAS journal reading (optional extension): Herrmann et al. (2007)

	Class 3
	Wednesday
9/11
	Making a cultural species and why we have big brains
Reading: SoS Chapters 4-5
FAS journal reading (optional extension): Wrangham and Carmody (2010)

	GRAD 2
	Wednesday
9/11
	Readings
· Herculano Housel (2019)
· Salali et. al. (2019)

	Class 4
	Monday
 9/16
	Culture-driven genetic evolution
Reading: SoS Chapter 6
FAS journal reading (optional extension): Laland et al. (2010)

	Class 5
	Wednesday
9/18
	The origins of faith
Reading: SoS Chapter 7 
Extension: Assignment 1 assigned, due on 9/25

	GRAD 3
	Wednesday
9/18
	Readings
· Dean et. al. (2012)
· Dean et. al. (2014)

	FAS
LAB 2
	TBD
	Discuss Laland et al.
Practice Test Questions

	Class 6
	Monday
 9/23
	Prestige, dominance and menopause
Reading: SoS Chapter 8 
FAS journal reading (optional extension): Henrich and Gil-White (2001)

	Class 7
	Wednesday
9/25
	Social norms 
Reading: SoS Chapter 9 
Extension Essay 1 DUE

	GRAD 4
	Wednesday
9/25
	Reading
· Jimenez and Mesoudi (2019)
· House and Tomasello (2018)

	Class 8
	Monday
 9/30
	Intergroup competition 
Reading: SoS Chapters 10

	Class 9
	Wed
10/2
	Self-domestication 
Reading: SoS Chapter 11 
Class led by Tommy Flint (instructor is away)

	GRAD 5
	Wed
10/2
	NO CLASS, but will try to re-schedule it for earlier in the week
Reading
· Richerson et. al. (2016)
· The False Allure of Group Selection (read key commentaries): https://www.edge.org/conversation/steven_pinker-the-false-allure-of-group-selection


	Class 10
	Monday
 10/7
	HEB 1290 Test, in class 
Extension: Assignment 2 assigned. Due on 10/14
Exam administered by TF Tommy Flint

	Class 11
	Wednesday 10/9
	Institutions and Cognition
Guest Lecturer
Reading: 
Questions about Test 1: led by TF Flint

	GRAD 6
	Wednesday 10/9
	Students should come to discuss with each other their preliminary thoughts on their final paper for this course. The instructor will not be present, but a class leader will be assigned.

	Class 12
	Monday
10/14
	No class, University Holiday
Extension Essay 2 DUE

	Class 13
	Wednesday 10/16
	Collective Brains 
Reading: SoS Chapters 12
FAS journal reading (optional extension): Derex et. al. (Derex et al., n.d.)

	GRAD 7
	Wednesday 10/16
	Reading
· Powell et. al. (Powell, Shennan, and Thomas 2009)
· Kolodny et. al. (Kolodny et al. 2016)
· Vaesen et. al. (Vaesen et al. 2016)
· Henrich et. al. (J Henrich et al. 2016)

	Class 14
	Monday
10/21
	Language and Enculturated Brains and Evolutionary History
Readings: SoS Chapters 13-14
FAS journal reading (optional extension): Raviv et. al. (2019)

	Class 15
	Wednesday
10/23
	Human Evolutionary History
Readings: SoS Chapters 15-17

	GRAD 8
	Wednesday
10/23
	Reading
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Galway-Witham et. al. (2019)
· Thibodeau et. al. (2017)

	Class 16
	Monday 
10/28
	The WEIRDest People in the World
Reading: WEIRD People Chapter 1

	Class 17
	Wednesday 10/30
	Making Societies Big is NOT easy
Reading: WEIRD People Chapter 3 

	GRAD 9
	Wednesday 10/30
	Reading
· Norenzayan (2016)

	Class 18
	Monday
11/4
	The Origins of Religion and BIG GODs
Reading: WEIRD People Chapter 4 
FAS journal reading (extension optional): Purzycki et. al. (2016)

	Class 19
	Wednesday 11/6
	Kinship, the Church, and the Origins of WEIRD Psychology
Reading: WEIRD People Chapters 5-7

	GRAD 10
	Wednesday 11/6
	Reading:
· Enke (2019)

	Class 20
	Monday
11/11
	WEIRD Monogamous Marriage
Reading: WEIRD People, Chapter 8

	Class 21
	Wednesday 11/13
	 Markets and impersonal prosociality
Reading: WEIRD People, Chapter 9

	GRAD 11
	Wednesday 11/13
	Reading
· Koos and Neupert-Wentz (n.d.)
· Talhelm et. al. (2018)

	Class 22
	Monday
11/18
	Domesticating Intergroup Competition
Reading: WEIRD People Chapter 10
FAS journal reading: Francois (2018)

	Class 23
	Wednesday
11/20
	Market Mentalities
Reading: WEIRD People Chapter 11

	GRAD 12
	Wednesday
11/20
	Reading
WEIRD People Chapters 12-14.

	Class 24
	Monday
11/25
	Law, Democracy, Religion and Innovation
Reading: WEIRD People Chapter 12-13

	Note
	Wednesday
11/27
	Thanksgiving Holiday

	Class 25
	Monday
12/2
	Review and discussion
Reading: WEIRD People Chapter 14



Buckle Up
The goal of this course is to apply a broad evolutionary framework to understanding human behavior, psychology and diversity both across history and into the modern world. This investigation will take us through topics and themes related to human nature, genetic evolution, genetic differences among populations, war, religion, psychological diversity, sex differences, economic outcomes and much more. An exploration of these topics may make some students uncomfortable. Any students that choose to take this course should be prepared to engage scientifically on potentially controversial topics. If you do feel uncomfortable, you are invited to discuss any concerns with Professor Henrich.

Academic Dishonesty   
Academic integrity is central to the University’s mission. All students will be expected to conduct themselves in accordance with the Honor Code. All work, whether involving tests, examinations or writing, must be the student’s own work. In testing situations (unless otherwise specified), all answers must come from your own head, and not from smart phones, cheat sheets, neighbors, friends or other sources. In writing, copying any portion someone’s else writing or oral material without appropriate attribution, including the use of quotation marks or other indicators, is plagiarism. Claiming to have accidentally incorporated copied materials from notes or study materials is not an excuse or mitigating factor. You must take the necessary step to prevent such accidental plagiarism.   
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